8                           THE   SEVEN   DEADLY   SINS   -

For there Is none of His works, but being considered
first in God, and then in itself, will produce a day's
knowledge, and an even's. Of the perfection of seven,
1 could say much, but this volume grows big, and I
fear I shall be held rather to take occasion to show my
small skill, than to respect others5 edification. There-
fore we must have a care of gravity and moderation,
lest running all upon number, we be thought neglec-
ters of weight and measure. Let this be sufficient
admonition, that three is the first number, wholly odd,
and four wholly even, and these two make seven,
which is therefore oftentimes put for all; as here,
'The just shall fall seven times a day, and rise again/
that is, 'How oftsoever he fall, he shall rise again.'
(Prov. xxiv. 16.) (This is not meant of iniquity, but
of tribulation, drawing him to humility.) Again,
cSeven times a day will I praise thee;' the same he
had said before: c His praise shall be always in my
mouth/ Many such places as these the Scripture
has, to prove the number of seven to be often used
for "all," cc universally." Therefore is the Holy Spirit
called oftentimes by this number, of whom Christ
said, cHe shall teach us-all truth/ There is God's
rest, wherein we rest in God: in this whole, in this
perfection is rest, in the part of it was labour: there-
fore we labour, because we know as yet but in part,
but when perfection is come, that which is in part
shall be abolished. This makes us search the Scrip-
tures so laboriously. But the holy angels (unto whose
glorious congregation our toilsome pilgrimage casts a
long look), as they have eternal permanence, so have